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Rioht Honourable William Harbourd,Eſq; and Sir Francis 
_ Guybon, Knight, choſen Members for the Burrough of 
Thetford, toſerve in this preſent Parliament, 
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The Burrough of Thetford is an Ancient Burrough , and by Preſcription 
fends two Burgeſles ro Repreſent them in Parliament. 
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The Right Honourable William Harbourd,Eſqz and Sir Francis Guybor 
are Choſen and Recturn'd by the Old Corporation 


ls A--N-.D. 
*Sir Joſeph Williamſon, Knight, and Adam Felton,Eſq; by the New One. 
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N the - 16th. of Queen Elizabeth, The Burrough of Therford was incorporated by the 

- name of the Mayor, Ten Principal Burgeſles and Twenty Commoners. 

Tr wasdirected in the faid Charter, That the Mayor and Commoners ſhould, the 
Wedneſday next before Michaelmas day in every Year, between Nine and Eleven 
in the Morning, meet in the Gui/dh;ll, or ſome convenient place in the faid Bur- 

-. rough, and there name two of the Chief Burgeſles to the Inhabitants, who are to Elect one 

Soft chem to be Mayor for the year enſuing. 

I NO TE, Under this Conſtitution it continued till x 68r. at which timeFohn Mendham was 

I'S Mayor, who having got an Acquaintance with Sir Lionel Fenkins, chen Principal Secretary 

'* of State to King Charles the Second, did in the ſame time of his Mayoralty, endeavour to in- 

& cline the Gorporation, to chuſe ſuch Men to repreſent them as would ſerve the Deſigns 

? & then on foot; but finding he could have no influence over them, and that the time of his 

? &>R<Mayoralty was almoſt expired; did on the Ele&ion Day, being Wedneſday before Michae!- 

nas, abſent himſelf till he thought the time of Election was over, thinking thereby tomake 

2 void the Eletion- 

> Yet notwithſtanding, the Commonalty did aſſemble themſelves, and did name two of 

\ the Principal Burgeſſes to be Mayor for the year enſuing, of whom Formly Hetherſert (be- 
ing one ) was elected and declared Mayor. 

About Eleven of the Clock, Mendham ( who had abſconded himſelf) came and appear- 

ed, and being rold they had made choiſe of Hetherſett, ſeemingly approved of it, and made 

| an excuſe that he did not come ſooner. 

Nevertheleſs Mendham ( although Hetherſett had often applied himſelf to him ) refuſed 
to ſwear him Mayor as he ought to have done; and although ſeveral Mandamus's were 
"WJ ſent to him ( out of the King's Bench ) injoyning him to do the fame, yet he difobeyed 

them. all. | 

; Whereupon he was brought up the next Term by a Tipſtaff to anſwer his contempt, 

>4nd was committed in Cuftody to the Tipſtaff, from whom he got away and rid down 

Poſt to Thetford, and there called together ſuch of the Burgeiles,as were of his Party, who Dil- 

ax franchized two of the Members that were not of their ſtamp, and ſwore two new ones ir 

> 2 their places, the one of whom ſtood at that time Excommunicated, and the other Azn4- 

Io. <? ham's Son, who was not above ſixteen years of age, and who did immediately vote a 

Q\Surrender of the Charter, which they but juſt betore ſwore to maintain, and it was accord- 

Wingly Surrendred and Inrolled in Chancery. 

 —B Afﬀerwards Mendbam Solicites and gets a New Charter, wherein himſelfis made Mayor, 

{ 7 & and ſuch others added to him, as would ſerve the intent of a Surrender. 

JS NOTE, That at thelaſt Seflion of Parliament, in a hearing before the Committee of 

EleRions, concerning thoſe that were choſen by vertue of the New ; and thoſe that were 

. choſen by vertue of the Old Charter : The Committee did declare, that notwithſtanding 

8 &..the Surrender and Inrollmen: ; Thoſe that were returned by vertne of the Old Charter 

\N a-were duly returned. | 

And upon Report thereof the Houſe did unanimouſly agree with the Committee. 
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